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In essence, the public interest standard in broadcasting has
attempted to invigorate the political life and democratic
culture of this Nation. Commercial broadcasting has often
performed this task superbly. But when it has fallen short,
Congress and the FCC have developed new policy tools aimed
a achieving those goals. Specific policies try to foster
diversity of programming, ensure candidate access to the
airwaves, provide diverse views on public issues, encourage
news and public affairs programming, [and] promote localism

Charting the Digital Broadcasting Future, Final Report of the Advisory
Committee on Public Interest Obligations of Digital Television
Broadcasters at 17.



Recommendations Outcomes

Enhanced Disclosure

Voluntary Standards of
Conduct

Minimum Public Interest
Requirements

Improved Educational Services

Multiplexing and the Public
Interest

Enhanced reporting
requirement adopted in 2007
but was never implemented

Nothing
Proposal pending
Nothing

Some additional children’s
educational programming



Recommendations Outcomes

Improve Quality of Political Reduced coverage of local and
Discourse state elections

Disaster Warnings ?

Improved Access for People ?

with Disabilities

Increased Diversity Decreased

Explore New Approaches to Nothing

Public Interest Obligations



Form 355 Question 2

a) Overall Programmin

: List the channel and the average number of hours per

week of the indicated types of programming on the primary and all non-primary
channels.
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